RANTWICH AND DISTRICT CHORAL SOCIETY St.lMary's Parish Church

Wednesday 274h June 1979 T+30p,m,
Motet: Praise the Lord K BACH
Kass: Aeterna Christi lunera PALUESTRINA
1 Kyrie 5 ZEenedictus
2. .Gloria S 6 Agnus Deo I
3 Credo T Agnus Deo II
4 Sanctus
INTERVAL
Motet: Tantum ergo BRUCKNER
Harp solo: Passacaglia HANDEL
Chichester Psalms BRRINSTEIN

1 DPgalm 100 iMnke a joyful noise unio the Loxd)
2 Psalm 23 (The Lord is my shepherd)
+Pgalm 2 (Why do the nations rage?)
3 Psalm 131 (Lord, Lord, my hear:i is not haughty,
nor mine eyes lofty)

Earp - Charlotte Seale Treble - Richaxrd Hutton
Percussion - Geoffrey Hodgson Organ - Edward Hewison (Hernstein)
Joy Roberts (Bach)

Conductor - Michael Bridger

Qhe works in this evening's concert cover nearly four hundred:yoars
of vacred choral music and, as one would expect, differ preztly in
style. The Palestrina mass ig the earliesi of the compositinns,
but is, nevertheless, perhaps the most refined and sophistiegted,
representing the highest achievement of Italian late renzissance
mugic, in which ingenious counterpoint is emvloyed with restraint
to produce an effect of serecne simplicity. 7The counterpoint of the
Bach motet is of an sltogether more robust variely, especially in
the first of its three main sections, which is an extended furue
making considerable demands on the singers with respeet to vocal
range ‘gnd articulation,

Characteristic features of their composers (and, ineidentally, of
another two national styles!) are 10 be found in the other twe
choral pieces - rich harmony in the Bruckner, 1ilting iunes snd
Jazzy rhaythms in the Bernstein. Written for Chichestaer catredral
in 1965, this pioce iz quitec similar in style to the hit muscieal
West Side Story, compozad just a few years eariier. The work will
be sung in the original Hebrew, but the mood of cach movement is
sct by the opening words of the psalms, given above, lany dspacts
of the piece are arrestingly effective - the colourful use of par-
cussion, the combination of strongly contrasting ideas in the nmiddle
movement, the guiet, ethercal ending.




